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Bringing Out the Poet in Children

£.r|,- iz Brapn-Lavare

cefore she could revial the power
/ ?éF|:|¢-|;'||,'||1|_'|r in ehaldeew, edith
Sreinbrerglh had 5o release the paci
hersell. As a younp girl, she loved writing
PoTry, bur beeawse she had never leard
of semeone making a living a5 a po,
she went 1e llI-":"I:'J'|'-"i|-f.':-' ':..:l:llalf'_i.'\,ﬂ' and. 1n
L5, lefr with a bachelor's degres in
EOOTLMICE I'I,'|I|:'¢'-'J.:|' Lhr-:-ugh barsinicss
schionl in Cleveland, Ohio, hewever,
Srcinbergh’s lilz 1eok a nzrn.,
"l osawa
television show
with the poet
Fenncth Koch
reaching poctry
Lo some public
scheal lids and
[ jest saids "This
15 11, That is wihat
| ol racher he
cosing.” 5o, L
by ligtle, L sgarred
to shife. [ valunreersd in schools for
abour half 2 year, trying o leamn how
ta teach students of dilferenc ages. 1 had
o eductiion CoUTses or C:-:;-‘CIEIEI'I-CE.F
Steinbesph recently told the Chaarrery.
Gince then, Steinbergh has complered
4 master of arrs in educarion ag Lesley
Cullqgc ard a reacher certihczrion from
Wheeleck College. She has made a living
b making poetry her lide: She wrices at,
reads it, records it, teaches children how
to write ir, and their reachers how w each
it. 1n addition 1o collaborating on several
poetry curricelwm guides, Steinbergh
has published three velumes of hes own
poctry 2nd numerous academic anticle,
She alwo cofounded (with musician Yictar
Coclburn) Troubadour, Ine., a nonprofit
cultural orpanization thar presents wiorl-
sheps and concerts on poecry and song:
WHILIFIE, affers in-service [I.':].iI'.i|'||.rI et
schools and commiunity organaions,
anid pn:u:l'.j_-::rs audiatapes and CDs of
poetry and sonps,
Ax che Bunting Instirure, Steinbergh
Lias spent the year conducring research on
“Pacery and the Developing Chald. " YW lsac
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Come wilh me o inkaity, Lo the greal lancs,
et us roll pur wheels ang squeeak aur squeals
when we brake,

Came with me. les us ve above (&g

when Cod defies gravily,

whan the feeling of dreams comes 10 yau.
Bush 1o e, rush jo me

Iet us go b intinity,

— SeoTT Trata, Grebd 1

saddah Steinbergh werking with sudents |2
fdaltgnunt Schioal i Bashon

she has found in her research and vears of
teaching is that through pocrry children
acquire pawer over language aned ars
errer able o assimilare knowledpe, act
o it, transform i and, wlimazly, w
rmake it these own: "L think poetey really
eeaches children abour close ahservation
which is an imperoaist skill in almmest
every subject aren,”

But is there a poet inside cvery child?
*] chink it is like any athier cl.i:%iir.lliﬂ{':
yi L an learn a lor abowt 3, Bt sode
peopls really have a nawuzal affuty
far i, said Steanbergh. "Even so, |
can expuose children o themes and
technigues, just as the art seacher and
music teacher da.”

Steinbergh recalled one second-grade
student she raught epht years ago who
really b o narural ear for language. The
child wrote poerry incessantly and even
miade hee own litle hoaks, Recently,
Sreinbergh was aot surpried w hear the

Bl "27

sppdenc’s mame meatianed by o wace
s A l::-IJI:LI.'lII-J.iILH ||||_.-,|'| schoal [t
Ths s seseoine whe selb-ideniibed
s 4 it Iy wan, B the sl
concept of what a child s capable of is
enlarged or changed when they see a cnild
WETLNE |:-|:-|.'|.::.-," saiil '.‘:iI:I:JI'I'!!r-'r|_',|:I. Ul wearked
with another third grader who wrote
quitz a lyrical poem abew roller-blading
[at left], which gave hus seacher an oppor-
|u:|i-,}- o see himoima diffesene |||_r,|'.r .
.I‘-:'.i.'il'.l.'ll.'::ll'._:'l said mer ome at the
Buncing has been an oppuastu-
by Lo TEGIETT Ea
3 a life ol the mind:
. “This 1% cie wlei-
§ mare learning plice.
.f Thee temprasion 1= o
¢ gooro class morning,
noon. and mght
Tansy eerme |zl
Flelen Vemdiers poet-
vy chass amd Floweand
Cardper's cluss on

rh. 5

rerm e een

art wied i

several of Srephen

Jay Gould's history of lite classes, and
heard lectures on modern painting and
Irish pm::r:.'.u

Steinbergh will saon be back in the
schools, working with cluldren and,
withour a doubt, |-.|-'l-'iI:||_.'I it Tnone of
lhes busoks, Hrpard Warals: Weiring P
with Chddven, Steinberph alludes woar
least paurt of the reason why:

"l am engaged in helping, children
v express what they think and el
[ encowrape chem 1o articubare thei
experience, even il this experience might
he difficult for them, involving confic,
anper, pamn, loss, separarion, sexuloy,
af violence,,.. Tt s essennial w realize
thar we are invalved ina process witic
can help us oward greacer freedom and
adre enthance i |::|:|I.'Ig nf r::.]:-::-mil'l |l|'.r'
roward wrhers.” @
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